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The Quad Cities is among communities across the United States searching for innovative ways to 
increase housing opportunities for resident’s at all economic levels.  We recognize our 
community is stronger when everyone has an equal chance to reach their individual potential and 
fully participate in the social and civic life of the Quad Cities.  
 
The certainty and stability of having a place to call home is foundational to our feeling of being 
safe, healthy to participate in school, being confident to compete for and sustain employment, 
and being socially connected with our neighbors and the larger community.    
 
In its groundbreaking 2017 study, Children’s Health Watch found that unstable housing among 
families with children will cost the U.S. $111 billion in avoidable health and education 
expenditures over the next ten years. "A stable home is like a vaccine for my patients and their 
families,” said Dr. Megan Sandel, practicing pediatrician and principal investigator with 
CHW.  “It keeps them healthy now and in the future. But the pharmacy is not fully stocked. We 
need investments to ensure everyone has access to the stable home vaccine." 
 
For thousands of Quad Cities’ residents, housing is anything but certain, stable, safe, healthy, or 
connected. We can do better. Our long-term solutions are not dependent on Washington, Des 
Moines, and Springfield.  Solutions are within reach right here within our own community.   
 
Communities across the country are identifying alternative funding sources and creating 
innovative housing options to meet the housing needs of their communities.  By expanding the 
circle and broadening the conversation beyond the traditional stakeholders, new opportunities are 
rising.   
 
The purpose of this paper is to highlight local conversations, feature communities creating 
change, and invite our QC public and private sectors to align resources and develop creative, 
innovative, entrepreneurial housing opportunities for our most vulnerable residents.   
 
Matthew Desmond reminds us in his book Evicted, “What else is a nation but a patchwork of 
cities and towns; cities and towns a patchwork of neighborhoods; and neighborhoods a 
patchwork of homes.” 
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Quad Cities Housing Solutions 
QC Housing Solutions was inspired by three influences to help uncover some of the issues, 
feelings, obstacles and possible solutions to our local housing crisis.   
 
The Quad Cities Chamber’s “Big Table” conversations held in April2018 focused on 
affordable housing and community development.  Big Table participants highlighted affordable 
housing as a key component to the Q2030’s campaign, Cool. Connected. Creative. Prosperous.  
Affordable housing, safe neighborhoods, quality schools, walkability and creative spaces were 
identified as QC features that would need to be expanded in order to retain our population and 
attract young professionals and families of all income levels to the QC.   

Chicago and Detroit are among a growing number of cities that are utilizing Restorative Justice 
Practices as a tool to convene difficult community conversations of wealth, power, development, 
and race.  Restorative practices and peace circles are being used in a wide variety of settings to 
neutralize power, create empathy, and establish safe and open spaces for individual and 
collective healing.   

On the national level, the National Low Income Housing Coalition designated May 1 – 8, 2018 
National Housing Week of Action.  Several QC housing and supportive service organizations 
came together during the week of action to announce QC Housing Solutions.  Based on the 
Opportunity Starts at Home campaign, we understood the work to expand affordable housing 
must include all sectors of our community. A new campaign is scheduled for 2019. 

Focus Groups 
From June 2018 – December 2018, six focus groups representative of multiple sectors were held.   
The focus groups included:   

o June 7: Participants in Quad Cities-based housing and supportive housing programs  
o August 2: Developers, landlords, property management, lenders, and members of the QC 

Housing Cluster 
o September 6: Legal Aid, policy makers, civil rights, faith groups 
o October 4: Service organizations, community-based organizations, veterans groups 
o November 1: Health care, education, group care  
o December 6: Combined sectors  

 
Focus Group Questions: 

1. What are the barriers to finding and sustaining affordable, safe, quality housing in the 
Quad Cities? Please share your experiences with the low-income housing system in the 
Quad Cities. 

2. What do we want the other sectors to learn about us? 
3. What do we want to know from the other sectors? 
4. What actions do we want to see done? 
5. What are we willing to do to make more affordable, safe, quality housing available to 

more Quad City residents? 
6. What do we think can work? 
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The groups focused on the housing needs of persons formerly experiencing homelessness, single 
adults and families with extremely low incomes, young people ages 18 – 24 without college 
degrees, college students with large student debt, recent college graduates and young 
professionals entering the housing market for the first time, persons returning home from prison, 
senior citizens, and veterans and their families.   
 
A special thanks to the QC Housing Solutions organizing group, including:   Angela Vaaler and 
Mary Beth Heine for their consistent and valuable insights and passion for justice; St. Paul 
Lutheran Church for making space available for each of the focus groups; Jim Richardson with 
the Ecumenical Housing Development Group for his historic knowledge and breadth of 
experience; Diane Sonneville and Tricia Bird with SEAP and Christie Adamson with Humility 
Homes and Services for their initial inspiration for the focus groups.  A special thanks to our 
facilitators and co-writers of this report: Dr. Lloyd C. Kilmer and Dr. Georgie L. Koenig, from 
Performance Learning, an Organizational Development Consulting Company. 

Key Issues:  
The Quad Cities is losing rental affordable housing units:    

Units renting for 
per month 

2000 2010 2017 # change from   
2000 - 2017 

% change 
from  
2000 - 2017 

Less than $500. 13,950 6,483 8,159 Loss of 5,791 
units 

42% loss 

$500 - $999. 10,086 15,461 26,442 Increase of 
16,356 units 

162% 
increase 

$1,000 and more 463 2,083 8,305 Increase of 7,842 
units 

1694% 
increase 

Source: Compilation of Analysis to Impediments to Fair Housing Choice and American 
Community Survey, 2018 

Affordable housing, as defined by the National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), means 
that housing does not cost more than 30% of a household’s monthly gross income.  At or above 
30%, a household is considered cost-burdened, and has less to spend on other necessities.  
Affordable is based on income relative to the average median income (AMI) of $72,000 for the 
Quad Cities (NLIHC).  Extremely low income households earn 30% AMI or $21,690 annually.  
Monthly rent cost-burden for extremely low income households is $542 per month.  Of Quad 
Cities’ residents that are extremely low income, 82% are cost-burdened (NLIHC).  Since 2010, 
the Quad Cities housing stock of affordable units renting at $500 or less has decreased by 42% 
(American Community Survey, 2017).   

When rent affordability rises more than 22%, more people in a community experience 
homelessness. When the rent burden rises more than 32%, the overall rate of 
homelessness is likely to rise much faster in a particular area. To put it simply, even a 
modest rent increase can push many people to the brink, and very quickly, those 
individual hardships can add up to a community-wide crisis.  Forbes, December 14, 
2018,Higher rents correlate to higher homeless rates. 
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The City of Davenport ranks 44th nationally in the number of eviction filings per capita (Eviction 
Lab).  This is a startling reality for our community.  With more extremely low income 
households cost-burdened, and less affordable housing stock, it is unsurprising, yet 
disappointing, that the Point in Time homeless count jumped from 386 in 2017 to 560 in 2018, a 
45% increase. 

Within the Quad Cities, there are entire neighborhoods with blighted properties and vacant lots 
lacking vital resources, like stores to buy nutritious food, neighborhood schools, child care, and 
recreation and after-school programs. This creates serious problems for all kinds of communities, 
but especially those where people with lower and moderate incomes live. The Urban Institute’s 
“Urban Blight and Public Health:  Addressing the Impact of Substandard Housing, Abandoned 
Buildings, and Vacant Lots” documents the public health risks of living in neighborhoods with 
blighted and vacant properties.   
 
US Housing policies disadvantage low-income communities and advantage wealthy 
communities.  Our federal budget includes funds to help Americans buy or rent their homes. 
These resources provide tax breaks, guarantee loans, and support other housing-related 
programs. Right now, most of this money goes to people with higher incomes. In fact, more than 
half of government housing resources go to households making more than $100,000 a year. 
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Focus Group Findings 

June 7: Participants in various Quad Cities housing and supportive housing programs 

 Uneven support for Vets and non-Vets even if similar issues – Vet have places to go.  

 Fewer places to live or go.  

 We didn’t start as homeless - - life situations change.  Injuries and disabilities cause 
people to spiral out of control. 

 “Low-income doesn’t mean they should live in filthy or substandard housing.  Roach-
filled, bugs, lead in paint, unsafe in the laundry room, winter mice, victims of crime.” 

 Transportation is huge issue. 

 “I am a hardworking individual and an American.  I’m not just running to disability – 
though I have one – I want a nice, clean space.”  

 “First ninety days the deposit for an apartment is a killer.” 

 Many apartments don’t accept us with a felony. If you have no employment, you don’t 
get a chance.  

 Landlords discriminate against those who have done their time. Background checks are 
not always accurate.  

 With three evictions, you can no longer rent in Iowa. 

 Where I live is a crime scene – there’s nowhere else to go. Affordable housing is in the 
worst areas, with lower level schools. There needs to be investment.   

 Home maintenance is challenging - - many residents don’t have the skills or tools to keep 
up their property.  

 There is a serious challenge for persons leaving the Iowa prison system.  Even more of a 
problem for convicted sex offenders.  (Where will they live?) 

 Health problems are directly correlated with shelter; it is difficult to control chronic 
illness and maintain mental health. Lack of employment to sustain the cost of housing is a 
pervasive issue.  The shortage of affordable housing drives up rent even further.  

August 2: Developers, landlords, property management, lenders, and members of Scott 
County Housing Council and QC Housing Cluster 
 

 Rehabbing homes is too expensive for the return on investment.  

 Meeting codes makes the rehab process too expensive.   No updating of wiring or 
plumbing is the only way to keep it affordable. 

 Owners struggle to find financing to rehab.   

 Utilities are expensive. Residents don’t know how to maintain their homes. 

 Renting to Humility residents is better because of supportive services and training.  

 People are uneducated about wages, affordable living, and have unrealistic ideas of what 
it takes to live.   

 There is a lot of waste in current programs; many people are not accountable.   HUD 
rules make it difficult to get abusers out of the program and to make room for more 
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deserving individuals.  Without oversight, it lowers the standard of living for all.  
Substance abuse is a huge factor for residents and for the landlords.    

 Grant funds and residents do not generate enough funding to support housing.  Non-
profits fundraise to fill the gap.   

September 6: Legal Aid, policy makers, civil rights, faith groups 
 

 Very few residents know their housing rights. 

 In Davenport, the eviction process is very quick with short timelines. Police provide 
notices for landlords, instead of working through a lawyer.   

 According to Eviction Lab at Princeton University, Davenport has the 44th highest 
eviction rate in the country among large US cities, or nearly 5 out of every 100 
households per year.  

 Illinois does not have as many issues with evictions, as there is more time for the legal 
process. 

 Landlords evict for sometimes petty issues and with limited options for renters, they are 
often forced back into homelessness. 

 Nuisance Rules are onerous.  Police visits for crime outside homes can affect residents’ 
opportunities to stay in their homes.  African-Americans are significantly and negatively 
impacted.  

 Governments and housing organizations tend to work in their silos.  People have a lack of 
courage to organize; we lack the activists of the past.   

 Sustainability and suburban sprawl are issues.  Large organizations are purchasing 
affordable homes, leveling them, and not contributing to the tax base.  Residents have 
few options on where to live.   Urban sprawl contributes to transportation problems and 
makes social mobility more difficult.  

 We need to address the community leadership gap.  There is no regional planning for 
housing issues.  

 Potential outside investors and residents are turned off by the homeless issues.  

 Davenport and southern Iowa are becoming a destination as services are better than in 
surrounding states.  

 Coordination between non-profits and government is challenging. A public-private 
partnership structure to provide services, housing, and employment opportunities is 
needed. Most community members don’t see or hear residents who are most at-risk for 
homelessness.  

October 4: Service Organizations, community-based organizations, veterans groups 
 

 The hardest need to meet is getting people off the street. We don’t have a lot of money to 
pay for hotels, so we’re collecting blankets and sleeping bags. Some of the older 
homeless provide information on how to live on the streets. 

 Tenant unions are forming in larger metropolitan areas – renters can organize their power 
and collectively advocate for lower rents, improved maintenance, and equal access to 
courts.  
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 Landlords and tenants make assumptions about each other.  As a landlord, they feel they 
need to screen and put the right people into their properties – and tenants hold landlords 
accountable for ensuring safe living conditions – third parties, usually police or courts, 
too often become involved.  Neutral, mediation presence is needed that is sensitive to 
both parties.   

 Working poor who come for meals may have an apartment but don’t have money for 
adequate furniture. They have only one good bed for mom and kids.   

 Local governments are working in their silos, pointing fingers at each other.   
 The sprawl that is happening is a problem because it’s not a sustainable solution.  

Building new roads on the edges of town while the inner-city roads and infrastructure is 
crumbling contributes to further inequality.  Sprawl has negative impact on social 
mobility for the working poor living in deteriorating neighborhoods who struggle with 
access to transportation to the outskirts of town   

 Communities used to be planned with neighborhoods; they were planned and designed to 
create neighborhoods. – Now everything is spread out and the sense of neighborhoods are 
lost.    

 A goal should be to create micro-communities where everyone feels connected.  We used 
to have neighborhoods where people of all income levels lived - - you had the doctor, 
lawyer, and other professionals in your neighborhood, so all the kids could see a variety 
of professions. People who stay in the community are invested in their communities 
because they went to school there and their kids went there. 

 
November 1: Health Care, Education, Group Care  
 

 Convicted felons face a serious challenge leaving the Iowa prison system. Last year, 500 
individuals approved for release couldn’t find housing.  With stable housing, persons 
returning to their families and communities are more successful and less likely to 
recidivate. 

 There’s a very small area of where sex offenders can live in Davenport.  
 Many landlords will not rent to those who have been in prison. Many of our sex offenders 

are homeless, but they still have to register.  
 Families will come to use and qualify for funds, but they don’t have the means to sustain 

it. So, the landlord won’t rent to them because the family only has one month of rent. 
They have to have a job to be able to sustain housing options. Many are not working, 
have applied for social security or disability, or are waiting for employment opportunities 
to become available.  

 We have people moving in from other states because they think the services are better. 
The last month or two - a common thing we see - people have relocated here because 
they are leaving areas with high crime rates. For example, a mom and three kids will 
move in with someone they know. Once the landlord knows that they are living with the 
person they rented t, the landlord tells them they cannot live with the person.  

 Residents leave Rock Island and come to Davenport. They run out of money and are 
evicted. The process of finding funds and housing starts all over.   

 Schools have their own definition and couch surfing is counted as homeless. HUD does 
not define this as homeless.   Lots of families are couch surfing but different 
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organizations have different definitions of homeless. Some people have to be literally on 
the street before they can get help.  By then, it’s almost too late. 

 According to schools, there were 350 kids who experienced being homeless during the 
school year.  How do you live if you don’t know day to day where your home is?   

 Fewer housing options allow landlords to be more selective about who they choose to 
rent to.    There is discrimination going on due to market conditions that is magnified by 
the criteria of who the landlords can eliminate off the bat. 

 Here we have not had very many dollars set aside for homelessness prevention. Agencies 
usually run out of funds within three to four months.  Housing instability is among the 
root causes of overall health disparities. 

 For the aging to remain in homes they live in, assistance is needed to modify the homes.  
Seniors are unable to afford care centers and prefer to remain in their own homes.   

 A lot of people are living paycheck to paycheck. We have a large portion of people who 
are on the edge of experiencing homelessness.   

 A string of increased crackdowns on panhandling across our Iowa cities from Bettendorf, 
Davenport, and Iowa City has resulted in the homeless problem being less visible.  

 
December 6: Combined Sectors 
 

 Homelessness is a Quad Cities issue, so we need to address as one collective Quad Cities.  
 Establish leadership and a point person on this issue.  Who will lead?  QC Housing 

Cluster and the Quad City Chamber? 
 We should develop top three goals, set timelines, identify partners, and organize around 

the goals. 
 We should create private and nonprofit partnership, which includes bankers and credit 

unions. 
 Anchor institutions like school districts, hospitals, colleges and universities, and political 

leaders need to be at the table.   
 This collective is great opportunity for our community to create a vibrant thriving 

community – think Rise of the Creative Class – a highly-educated population creates a 
vibrant community - education is an income generator – how we create growth. 

 Local lenders bring needed resources to support the community in growing responsibly 
versus just growing to grow. 

 We all benefit (nonprofit organizations and businesses) when the community creates 
policies that reduce rising rents, home ownership costs, and stagnating wages.  

 Communities with safe and affordable homes for all ranges of income allow for greater 
community involvement from all citizens, e.g. families are able to become involved in 
their children’s schools. 

 We should work to refurbish existing homes and create policies that support programs for 
lead abatement in the existing older homes in our community. 

 We should make it a goal for a lead-free Quad Cities that improves the health of the 
community.  

 We should lobby for local legislation that addresses lead abatement, absent landlords, and 
rental policies. 
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 As a community, we need to make sure everyone is counted in the upcoming census 
because the numbers impact community funding. 

 Leaders and organizations can help to educate and lobby legislatures about our needs for 
safe, affordable, and fair housing for our community.  

 
Communities leading change 
Across the US, communities are forging multi-sector partnerships to build affordable 
housing.  Innovative and entrepreneurial efforts are occurring across the country; health 
care systems are partnering with school systems, artists’ collectives are partnering with 
public housing agencies, civil rights groups, legal aid, community based organizations are 
partnering with public agencies to restore public trust and stabilize whole communities.   
 
Below are examples of multi-sector partnerships that are creating change to address their 
own local housing crisis.  All embrace the principle that the foundation for safe, 
equitable, and growing communities is safe, quality housing for all households across the 
economic spectrum.   These models provide the Quad Cities examples of “crossing the 
aisle”, “working outside of the box”, and “breaking out of the silos” of our individual 
sectors.   
 

 Buffalo, NY, People United for Sustainable Housing (PUSH) mobilizes residents to 
create strong neighborhoods with quality, affordable housing; to expand local hiring 
opportunities; and to advance economic and environmental justice and recently 
established a Green Development Zone Land Bank. https://pushbuffalo.org/ 
 

 Durham, NC Equitable Community Engagement, as part of the Forward Cities 
movement which emphasizes economic development and shared prosperity, is 
launching an inclusive community engagement process to ensure full public 
participation in the development of the city’s Durham Beltline Trail.  
https://durhambeltlineforeverybody.org/ 
https://www.forwardcities.org/ 
 

 
 Detroit’s path towards community healing and widespread economic rebirth 

incorporates building community capacity to implement restorative justice 
practices.  Restorative justice practices create opportunities for healing - - healing 
between individuals and healing on a community level.  On the community level, 
restorative practices offer a “whole-neighborhood” approach, where individuals are 
becoming active stewards of their community, embedding restorative practices in 
neighborhoods, schools and systems effecting daily life in their communities.   
https://www.iirp.edu/projects/toward-a-restorative-community 
 

 Chicago is also using restorative justice practices as a tool for community-wide change 
and created neighborhood based Restorative Justice Hubs.  The hubs assist 
neighborhoods with community development, children and adolescent support, young 
adult peer-support systems and support victims of violence.  Madison and Jefferson 
Schools in Davenport have a similar type of hub to support their neighborhoods.  St. Paul 
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Lutheran Church assists with the Madison Market located at the JB Young Opportunity 
Center.    
 
https://rjhubs.org/   
https://www.stpaulqc.org/mission/neighborhood-school 

 
 Columbus, OH Nationwide Children’s Hospital has established the Healthy 

Neighborhoods Healthy Homes initiative in partnership with the Community 
Development for all People.  They believe, “housing, education, safety, and health 
care all contribute to the overall well-being and productivity of the community. 
Since 2008, the partnership has impacted 330 homes in specific neighborhoods, 
with new builds, rehabilitations, and direct grants to homeowners.  
https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/about-us/population-health-and-
wellness/healthy-neighborhoods-healthy-families 

   

 Cedar Rapids - House To House / StayNGrow realized there is a funding gap for 
affordable housing.  The micro-communities provide a system to get a family into a home 
3-6 months and help them qualify for ownership (not low income housing) and then flip 
another property.  Stay and Grow helps people live in a micro-community collective, 
grow their own food, collaborate on needs (day-care), and produce events (such as music) 
to help defray costs for the lowest income residents.  
https://www.facebook.com/StaynGrow/ 
 

 Rural Studio, a project of The Auburn University, suggests that everyone, both rich and 
poor, deserves the benefit of good design. To fulfill this ethic, the Studio has evolved 
towards more community-oriented projects. Projects have become multi-year, multi-
phase efforts traveling across three counties. The students work within the community to 
define solutions, fundraise, design and, ultimately, build remarkable projects. The Studio 
continually questions what should be built, rather than what can be built, both for the 
performance and operation of the projects. http://www.ruralstudio.org/about/purpose-
history https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHMK9YzRo3c 
 
 

 Harlem and Portland have developed holistic, connected communities benefiting all.  
“People want a connection – to have a purpose.”  The Harlem Children’s Zone strategy 
has transformed education and community “one block at a time.”  There have been 
similar intentional communities established for persons experiencing homelessness using 
tiny homes and other cooperative community models.   
 https://hcz.org/  
http://www.simplyhomecommunity.org/ 
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2017/10/tiny_homes_for_the_homeless_
po.html  

http://www.ruralstudio.org/about/purpose-history
http://www.ruralstudio.org/about/purpose-history
http://www.simplyhomecommunity.org/
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https://joinpdx.org/ 
 

 Des Moines - Legal Aid of Eastern Iowa would like to pursue more renter rights’ cases in 
court but has trouble finding clients who want to do this.  A community housing 
stabilization system in Des Moines has pursued this with some success.  There is a 
mediation system that could be utilized as well.  Creating navigators for clients to pursue 
a case can facilitate this as well as an eviction diversion process.  One organization is 
HOME Inc., that provides tenant assistance.  The Polk County Housing Trust Fund is 
leading the effort to revitalize housing opportunities for all. 
 
https://www.iowalegalaid.org/    
http://www.homeincdsm.org/    
https://www.pchtf.org/ 
 
 

 Iowa Department of Corrections Building program – This pilot seeks to expand 
opportunities for persons who are incarcerated to develop skills to build manufactured 
housing and transfer those skills to jobs as they return to their home, their families, and 
communities.   
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/iowa/articles/2018-07-08/iowa-agency-
explores-using-prison-labor-to-build-homes 
 
 

 Moline Florciente Neighborhood Global Communities – This international organization 
assists with business and neighborhood redevelopment.   Because the people who 
understand their needs best are the people of the community itself, Global Communities 
helps neighborhood residents and local business owners take the lead in identifying and 
prioritizing initiatives that will help create a greater sense of community and the needs of 
Moline’s residents.  https://www.globalfloreciente.org/ 
 

 Des Moines - Iowa Housing Partnership - A multi-sector, statewide advocacy group 
working in Des Moines to expand affordable housing options.  The IHP 2019 policy 
goals include increasing funding of the state’s housing trust fund, expanding tax credit 
programs benefiting Iowans with extremely low incomes, workforce housing, and a 
variety of housing initiatives.  A special group session was held on Dec. 6 session to meet 
with Dan Garrett, co-founder of the Iowa Housing Partnership.  https://en-
gb.facebook.com/iowahousingpartnership 
 

 Pay for Success - Pay for Success (PFS) is an approach to contracting that ties payment 
for service delivery to the achievement of measurable outcomes. The movement towards 
Pay for Success contracting is a means of ensuring that high-quality, effective social 
services are working for individuals and communities.  
https://www.payforsuccess.org/learn/basics/#what-is-pay-for-success 

http://www.homeincdsm.org/
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 Washington, DC – Genesis Intergenerational Housing - At Genesis, residents of all ages 
actively participate in community events and activities designed to cultivate strong, 
interpersonal relationships and mutual support.  It's a different kind of community, whose 
members come from three primary groups: active, service-minded seniors; young people 
and families transitioning from foster care, and other families interested in living in a 
supportive community.  http://genesisdc.org/about/    
 

  Chicago Rebuild Foundation Dorchester Art and Housing Collaborative is a rehabilitated 
public housing project, a block of 32 townhomes that provides housing for artists and 
community members with the intent of fostering dialogues and collaboration between 
both groups.  DA+HC is mixed income housing and features an even distribution of 
artist, public, affordable rate, and market rate housing.  Originally conceived in 2011, the 
project was spearheaded by the Rebuild Foundation in partnership with the Chicago 
Housing Authority, Brinshore Development, and Landon Bone Baker Architects.  
https://rebuild-foundation.org/site/dorchester-art-housing-collaborative/ 
 

Call to Action 
The increasing rates of housing instability and households already experiencing or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness is prohibiting Quad Cities’ residents to have an equitable and fair 
chance to succeed in our Quad Cities’ economy.  To make the Quad Cities an attractive 
destination for our future residents, we need to address the current instability and inequities in 
our housing inventory.   
 
A comprehensive, regional housing plan is needed. The Quad City Housing Cluster (QCHC) 
currently provides a leadership structure in which to build the bi-state collaboration to create the 
regional plan.     
 
In alignment with the QCHC, Quad Cities Housing Solutions will continue to provide a platform 
connecting persons directly impacted by the Quad Cities housing crisis with entrepreneurial, 
multi-sector opportunities similar to those highlighted in our “Communities leading change” 
section.   
 

 

Focus Group Participants  

June 7: Participants representing QC housing organizations (number of persons) 

 St. Joseph the Worker (2) 
 De La Cerda House (2) 
 Ecumenical Housing Development Group (1) 
 Iowa Legal Aid (2) 
 Humility Homes and Services (3) 

http://genesisdc.org/about/
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 Madison Market @ JB Young Opportunity Center (1) 
 Project Renewal (1) 
 Salvation Army (2) 
 CASI (1) 
 Family Resources (1) 
 

August 2: Developers, Landlords, Finance, and Banks 

 Newbury Living – Lori Morris  
 QC Housing Cluster - Leslie Kilgannon 
 Ecumenical Housing Development Group – Jim Richardson 
 McDonnell and Associates - Matt McDonnell  
 Habitat for Humanity – Kristi Crafton 
 Innovative Investment Solutions – Joe DeGeorge 
 QC Chamber – Greg Aguilar  
 QC Bank and Trust - Jill Durbin 
 StayNGrow – Daniel Tardy   
 Bakeris Roofing – Jennifer Bakeris 

 
September 6: Civil Rights, Faith Groups, Legal Aide, Elected Officials, City Agencies 

 
 City of Davenport City Council – Kyle Gripp 
 City of Davenport CPED Office - Dawn Cameron   
 Iowa Legal Aide - Leah Patton and Alex Kornya  
 Davenport Civil Rights Commission – Keirsten Anderson 
 Safer Foundation – Sue Davison 
 Prairie State Legal Services – Justin Hunter 
 St. Paul Lutheran – Katie Warren 
 St. John Vianney – Bea Snyder, CHM 
 Congresswoman Bustos Office – Ellie Labotte 
 Congressman Loebsack – Jared Mullendore  

 
October 4: Service Providers 

 
 Developer - Dwight Bailey 
 St. Anthony’s Catholic Church – John Cooper 
 Democratic Socialists of America – A.J. Reed 
 HHS Development Director – John De Taeye 

 
November 1: Health care, group care, community based organizations  

 
 Community Health Care - Tom Bowman  
 Genesis Health Systems  - Henry Marquard  
 Seventh Judicial Court - Waylyn McCulloh 
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 Hilltop Campus Village  - Scott Tunnicliff  
 Unity House - Dennis Haut 
 Vera French Housing - Stacey Kiserwilley  
 Handicapped Development Center - Courtney Brancovic  
 Bethany Homes and Services - Ben Cleaveland  
 Community Action of Iowa - Jenny Kreiter 
 Humility Homes and Services, Inc. Veterans Programs - Blair Brown  
 Humility Homes and Services, Inc. -  Christie Adamson  
 Supplemental Emergency Assistance Program - Tricia Bird  
 Scott County Community Services - Lori Elam   
 Florciente Neighborhood / Global Communities - Phylicia Manley  
 
December 6: Introduction to the Iowa Housing Partnership with Dan Garrett, Co-Founder 

 
 St. John Vianney – Judy Benevento 
 St. Paul Lutheran – Katy Warren 
 Trinity Episcopal – Tim Long  
 St. Anthony Catholic Church – John Cooper 
 Lourdes Catholic Church – Emily Andes 
 First Presbyterian Church – Katie Styrt 
 Marlin Whitmer 
 Johanna Rickl, CHM 
 Bea Snyder, CHM 
 Diocese of Davenport – Amy Kersten 
 Dee Bruemmer 
 Quad Cities Community Foundation – Kelly Thompson 
 Vera French Housing – Stacy Kiser Willey 
 Iowa State Representative - Cindy Winckler 
 Humility Homes and Services, Inc. – Ryan Bobst 
 Habitat for Humanity – Kristi Crafton 
 QC Times – Linda Cook 
 Catholic Messenger – Barb Arland-Fye 
 180 – Rusty Boruff 
 Ecumenical Housing Development Group – Jim Richardson 
 
December 6: Multi-Sector 

 
 180 - Rusty Boruff  
 Iowa Housing Partnership - Dan Garrett  
 Downtown Davenport Partnership - Kyle Carter  
 Davenport Resident - Dee Bruemmer  
 Susan Zelnio - Moline Foundation  
 Kelly Thompson – QC Community Foundation  
 Genesis Health Systems – Henry Marquard  
 St. Ambrose University - Mike Poster  
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 QC Rebuilding Together - Steven Barton  
 Davenport Resident - Dan Ebener  
 Davenport Resident - Kevin James  
 Diocese of Davenport - Amy Kersten  
 Iowa State Legislator – Cindy Winckler 
 Davenport Schools Foundation - Ami Wells  
 Community Resource Corporation – Doug Wells 
 Ascentra – Dale Owen 

 

 
 
 


